CHAPTER FIFTEEN

THE WOMEN IN INDIA

It is true that there has been some awakening;
among the women of India in late years; still, the
position of the women in India is not very enviable.
This is due to many reasons* In the first place,
not even two per cent of the women are literate
and even the system of education that is in vogue
is not suited to them. Again, they suffer from
many social disabilities* Till recently child mar-
riages were very common and widow remarriage
was condemned Polygamy is still prevalent
among certain sections of society and the seclusion
of women is still practised on a large scale, "The;
seclusion of women," it has been said, ** denies
them nature's gifts of sunshine, light and air and
is helping the increase of the fell disease of tuber*
culosis which is fast becoming a veritable scourge
in the land." Economically, too, the Indian
woman is not well off. The dowry system has
eaten into the vitals of our society aad the passion
for litigation and unnecessary expenditure opt
ceremonies have kid the people tow. It is tree
that litigation is not a feminine occupation nor
are the mmm m India solely resfxaeibie far
wasteful expenditure on
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